
2026 GBG Selection Policy
High Peak, Tameside & North East Cheshire CAMRA

Deciding the minimum criteria HPTNEC pubs must achieve in order to be
considered for inclusion in the Good Beer Guide is a matter for Members of the
HPTNEC Branch of CAMRA.

Currently, the policy in respect of pubs being eligible to be considered for inclusion
is:-

● Must serve Cask-Conditioned Real Ale as defined by CAMRA1

● Landlord / landlady / licensee / beer manager in place for minimum of 6 months
● Average beer score of at least 3.20 (shows commitment to good quality real ale)
● Use beer scores submitted over the last 12 months in respect of
Cask-Conditioned Real Ale (showing a quarterly breakdown).

● A minimum of 4 surveyors, i.e. scores submitted from at least 4 members.

2026 Good Beer Guide entries will be selected as follows:-

● Provided the Branch eligibility criteria is met, pubs appearing in the 2025 Good
Beer Guide will automatically be considered for inclusion in the 2026 Guide

● Additional nominations will be accepted from Branch Members before 16th Jan
2025 for pubs in Greater Manchester (Members should email the Branch Chair,
Ben at chairman@highpeak.camra.org.uk or contact him another way)

● Pubs from the Greater Manchester area will be selected at the Branch Meeting
to be held on Saturday 18th January at the Harewood Arms, Broadbottom
starting at 2.30pm

● Pubs from Cheshire and Derbyshire will be selected at a branch meeting in
February on a date to be decided, if appropriate. We are awaiting a final
decision on the branch borders following the Regional Review. This decision
should be made by the end of the year.

● A second notice will be sent for Cheshire and Derbyshire in due course, if
appropriate.

● Attendance of selection events will be restricted to members of the HPTNEC
Branch of CAMRA. Members do not have to live in Greater Manchester to vote
at the Greater Manchester selection meeting.

● The Committee will determine the method whereby pubs will be chosen at
selection events, and provide an explanatory handout to Members in
attendance

● At selection events, a spreadsheet showing beer scoring data for all pubs
considered eligible will be provided to Members to help further inform selection
decisions (the Beer Scoring Co-ordinator will also highlight peculiar patterns)

1 CAMRA defines a cask-conditioned beer as a live beer that continues to mature and condition in its
cask, any excess of carbon dioxide being vented such that it is served at atmospheric pressure, i.e. this
policy excludes real ale dispensed from membrane kegs, sometimes referred to as key kegs.
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